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Europe's View of the Holy
Land

The Looming Threat of War
Global Tensions Heating Up
This Week. Iran defiantly tested
a ballistic missile in apparent
violation of the 2015 nuclear
deal reached with world powers
(The Independent, February 1, 2017).

Some experts expect an Iranian
naval attack on the allied strike
group, consisting of Britain,
France, Australia and the U.S.,
which is operating in the area
(The Times, February 1, 2017). Last
week Pakistan “conducted its
first flight test of the surface-tosurface Ababeel missile…
which officials and analysts say
marks a significant step forward
in the country’s ability to target
locations in India. The move
followed Pakistan’s first ballistic

missile launch from a submarine
earlier this month” (Financial Times,
January 31, 2017). Former Soviet
president Mikhail Gorbachev
recently wrote for Time Magazine,
January 26, 2017, “Politicians and
military leaders sound increasingly belligerent and defense
doctrines more dangerous. Commentators and TV personalities
are joining the bellicose chorus. It all looks as if the world is
preparing for war”. These sobering words echo Jesus’ predicted signs of “the end of the
age,” which include “wars and
rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:3-8).
Students of the Bible are urged
to watch world events so they
are not “caught unaware” by the

return of Jesus Christ.

(twnews&

prophecy.com 2/3)

Gorbachev: Ban Nuclear War.
Former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev has issued a dire
warning: "The world is preparing
for war." Gorbachev is urging
President Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin to put a
halt to a deadly path by spearheading a UN resolution that
essentially bans nuclear war.
According to Gorbachev the
initiative should come from "the
presidents of two nations that
hold over 90 percent of the
world's nuclear arsenals and,
therefore, bear a special responsibility." (endtime.com 2/3)

The Persecuted Church
"Worlds Largest Democracy"
Clamps Down on Christians.
On January 13th, Compassion
International told the sponsors
of 130,000 Indian children that,
barring an unlikely turn of
events, it would cease operations in India in mid-March.
The announcement came a
year after the Indian government told the organization that
"it could no longer receive funding from outside the subcontinent." While the news dismayed Compassion's donors, it
shouldn't have come as a surprise to those familiar with the
deteriorating state of religious
freedom in India. Compassion's announcement comes
shortly after Open Doors International released its "World
Watchlist," which ranked the
worst countries in which to be a
Christian. North Korea, of

course, ranked first again. The
next twelve countries are either
overwhelmingly Muslim or, like
Nigeria, are suffering from an
Islamist insurgency, in this case
Boko Haram, that targets Christians. Then at #15, just behind
Saudi Arabia, is India. Why?
India is neither Islamic nor a
repressive dictatorship like N.
Korea or China. India reflects
the rise of what he calls "ethnic
nationalism," in which what it
means to be an Indian is defined
in religious, in this case, Hindu,
terms. An Indian who is a Christian or, for that matter, a Muslim,
is regarded as less than truly
Indian, because Hinduism is at
the heart of what it means to be
an Indian. (prophecynewswatch.com 2/1)
In addition, Indian Christians are
no longer allowed to hold meetings outside of their church
building. Pray for our brothers
and sisters in India.

2016 In Review: Christian
Persecution In Crisis. 2016
has broken records for Christian
persecution across the world yet
it remains one of the least reported stories in the media.
(prophecynewswatch.com 1/31)

Christian Converts From Islam
Face Beheading In Somalia.
Somalia is second only to North
Korea in the level of danger to its
Christian population and a recent series of beheadings and
other gruesome public murders
of Christians has underscored
this fact. Somalia has for decades been a country plagued by
extreme poverty and lawlessness but as al-Shabaab Islamic
extremists struggle to exert control of towns outside the control
of the weak central government,
the level of violence directed
toward Christians has increased.
(prophecynewswatch.com 2/2)

Last week, the pro-Palestinian
news agency Ma’an reported,
“The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe adopted a
report on Tuesday outlining the
dire humanitarian situation in
the besieged Gaza Strip and
reiterating its support for lifting… [Israel’s] decade-long
siege of the territory... In addition, the assembly blamed the
vast destruction caused by Israel’s 2014 offensive on the
Gaza Strip for exacerbating
hardship in the small Palestinian
territory. It also urged European
countries to back a ‘future official examination by the
ICC’ [International Criminal
Court]” (January 25, 2017). “The EU
foreign service declined to comment on the leaked paper. Israeli authorities routinely denigrate the EU’s annual reports as
being too pro-Palestinian” (EU
Observer, January 27, 2017). As the
relationship between Israel and
the Palestinian Territories continues to falter, EU nations appear to be taking a more active
role to promote their plan for a
two-state solution and a shared
Jerusalem. Bible prophecy
clearly states that at the end of
the age, a European beast
power will move into the Holy
Land, surround Jerusalem with
armies, and control the city
militarily (Luke 21:20-24; Revelation 11:2).
It will even impose its will on
some of the Jews’ religious
worship, an action connected to
what Daniel and Jesus referred
to as the “abomination of desolation” (Mark 13:14; Daniel 11:31; 12:11).
The actions we see today appear to be setting the stage for
the fulfillment of these ancient
prophecies. (twnews&prophecy. com
2/3)
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Keep Thy Heart With All Diligence (proverbs 4:23)
Bringing Religions Together. World Religion
Day is a commemoration created by the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the U.S. in
order to bring the faiths of the world together.
Educator and writer Nanette Missaghi says she
grew up with this holiday and that her mother
made sure she read the Bible, the Quran, the
Bhagavad Gita, the Zarathustra, the Buddhist
Holy Scriptures in addition to the Bahá’í writings. Bahá’ís believe that all religions come from
the same God. (endtime.com 2/3)
Social Media Increases Anxiety and Depression. According to British National Health Service and U. of Pittsburgh studies, anxiety in-

creased by 42% and depression in young
adults was three times higher in those involved in social media more than two hours
a day. (twnews&prophecy.com 1/28)
Give to Others and Live Longer! Researchers followed participants for 20 years
and discovered “there is a link not only
between helping [others] and beneficial
health effects, but also between helping
and mortality” (Time, December 27, 2016). The
study found that people who occasionally
watched and cared for others lived longer
than people who didn’t.” God expects us to
have concern for those in need. Christ

directed His followers to care for the needy:
“...inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) God also
commanded “Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and
needy.” (Psalm 82:3). God promised blessings,
such as long life, for those who obey Him.
(Psalm 91:16). It is exciting to see research
support the benefits that God says are inherent in living His way of life. It truly is
“more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts
20:35)!

The Future of the EU?
Will the U.S. and U.K. Help Galvanize
Europe? The Times reported that “Angela
Merkel is pressing for a meeting with Donald
Trump after he caused ‘astonishment and agitation’ among European leaders with broadsides at
Nato, the EU and the German chancellor herself’” (January 17, 2017). Bloomberg reports,
“European governments called for cool heads
and tighter unity as they reacted with shock to
President-elect Donald Trump’s remarks slamming NATO and predicting European Union nations would follow the U.K. out of the bloc” (January
16, 2017). According to Bloomberg, Italy’s junior

minister for European Affairs remarked, “If
the Europeans want to be protagonists,
and not just spectators, they have to work
closer together and accelerate on a common security and defense policy.” In a similar spirit, the French Foreign Minister commented, “The best way to defend Europe…
is to remain united, to stand together, not to
forget that the strength of Europeans is
their unity.” In another interview related to
Mr. Trump, Chancellor Merkel commented,
“We Europeans have our fate in our own

hands” (Deutsche Welle,
January 16, 2017). The Bible
prophesies that, at the
end of the age, a number of European
nations led by ten kings or leaders will
coalesce together under the leadership of
“the Beast”. (see Revelation 17) This final group
has yet to emerge from the current configuration of the EU. But Brexit and new
U.S. leadership, among other events,
could help push these nations together.
twnews&prophecy.com 1/28)

Temporary Ban on Refugees

Trump Travel Ban Exposes Hypocrisy Of
Muslim Nations That Ban Israeli Passports. Many of the nations protesting the
Trump travel ban have travel bans of their
own. (prophecynewswatch.com 2/2)
Dubai’s Head of Security: “We completely
Support Trump in Ban on Entry to Those
Who May Cause Breach in America’s Security”. America’s ban on immigrants from
seven Muslim-majority countries may be
stirring anger across the West, but in the
Arab world the move has received some
more surprising responses. In a series of

tweets, Dubai’s Head of General Security,
Dhahi Khalfan, this morning expressed his
support for President Trump’s “Muslim ban”.
“We completely support Trump in his ban on
entry to those who may cause a breach in
America’s security.” (jihadwatch.com 3/30)
20 “Vetted” Muslim Refugees Who Turned
to Jihad Terrorism After Being Allowed
Into the U.S. While the media is stating that
the refugees do not pose a terrorist threat,
the facts show otherwise. Senator Jeff Sessions compiled this list of refugees-turnedjihadists in 2016 while President Obama was
pushing to dramatically increase the amount
of so-called “refugees” allowed into the
United States. (jihadwatch.com 1/30)
Obama Selected the List of Muslim Countries in Trump’s Executive Order. The list
of concerned countries that the Trump ad-

ministration outlined in the order is based
on the one signed into law by the former
Obama administration. So, it looks like the
Obama White House set the groundwork.
But when Obama selected this “blacklist,”
few knew. Why? Because of the media’s
agenda. (jihadwatch.com 3/31)
Iran Bans US Citizens, Says US Ban is
“Obvious Insult to the Islamic World. (jihadwatch.com 1/28)

Germany Rejecting “Almost All” Applications for Asylum from Christian Refugees.
(jihadwatch.com 1/29)

Kuwait Imposes Visa Ban on Five Muslim-Majority Nations. Following the Muslim ban in the U.S., Kuwait has now suspended the issuance of visas for travelers
native to Syria, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Iran. (jihadwatch.com 2/2)

